
 

 

 

 
 

WORLD SUMMIT ON THE INFORMATION SOCIETY (PHASE II) 
 

National Connecting Aboriginal Peoples in Canada Forum and  
Indigenous Thematic Planning Conference for Tunisia 

 
OTTAWA, CANADA 
March 14 – 18, 2005 

 
FOLLOW-UP FROM THE WORLD SUMMIT ON THE INFORMATION SOCIETY AND 
GLOBAL FORUM ON INDIGENOUS PEOPLES AND THE INFORMATION SOCIETY 

 
In the lead-up to Phase I of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), 
Canada, Australia, the United States, Norway and the United Nations Permanent Forum 
on Indigenous Issues advocated that efforts be made to ensure an appropriate role for 
Indigenous peoples. We were pleased that a number of states, United Nations 
agencies, and Swiss and City of Geneva representatives contributed to this important 
undertaking.   
 
As a result, the Global Forum on Indigenous Peoples and the Information Society was 
held under the auspices of Phase I of WSIS in December 2003, and Indigenous 
perspectives were integrated in the Declaration and Plan of Action. 
 
In the context of the WSIS process and the UN system, there now exists an excellent 
foundation concerning Indigenous peoples and information and communication 
technologies. Plans are being developed between the Government of Canada and 
Canadian National Aboriginal Organizations (through the Aboriginal Canada Portal 
Working Group - ACPWG), other states and Indigenous organizations and the 
Secretariat of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues to begin planning for 
Phase II WSIS Tunisia 2005. With only 12 months before the Global WSIS Summit in 
Tunisia, significant regional and international planning will be required to hold a second 
phase Indigenous WSIS Forum. 
 
The United Nations Permanent Forum at its Third Session in May 2004 recommended 
that the UN system continue its advocacy work on Indigenous connectivity in 
preparation for Phase II of WSIS, taking into account the outcomes of the Global Forum 
on Indigenous Issues and the Information Society. The Permanent Forum applauded 
and supported the decision taken by WSIS to establish multi-stakeholder portals that 
allow communication between Indigenous peoples at the national level. 
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The ACPWG is proposing to co-host a two day International Indigenous Thematic 
Planning Conference, in conjunction with its National Connecting Aboriginal Peoples in 
Canada Forum, in Ottawa, Canada, in March 2005. It is hoped that such an approach 
will facilitate global Indigenous ICT partnerships and provide the momentum and 
content to begin planning and recruitment for the WSIS Phase II that will take place six 
months later in Tunisia. 
 
Current plans call for Canadian stakeholders to hold their National Forum in Ottawa 
from March 14–16, 2005.  Other states and Indigenous stakeholders are invited to join 
this discussion and exchange of most promising practices. 
 
This will then be followed by two days (March 17 -18, 2005) of international dialogue, 
presentations and planning for a WSIS Indigenous Forum in Tunisia. All states and 
Indigenous ICT stakeholders are invited to assist in the planning and sharing of key 
issues for Tunisia. The focus of this international thematic meeting will be on: 

• Reviewing implementation of WSIS Plans of Action; and, 
 • Planning the Indigenous theme at Phase II of WSIS in Tunisia. 
 
In order to commence planning for the WSIS Indigenous event in Tunisia, the ACPWG 
extends an invitation to Indigenous groups, states, international institutions and the 
private sector to join with us now in the creation of an International Steering Committee 
in preparation for the March thematic conference and the work that will follow. The 
International Steering Committee would undertake the following: 
 

• Establishing the formal agenda for Ottawa and canvassing views for the 
agenda for Tunisia; 

• Identifying funding requirements; 
• Creating delegation selection mechanisms; and, 
• Recruitment of partners and participants. 
 

On the following pages we have included a draft, notional agenda for the International 
Indigenous Thematic Planning Conference in Ottawa. 

  
Interested states and Indigenous groups should also note that while much of the 
proposed effort will be aimed at developing plans for Tunisia, equal efforts will be made 
to foster international Indigenous ICT partnership opportunities.  For the Ottawa 
meeting, interpretation services will be available in English, French, Portuguese, 
Spanish, and Russian both for the formal plenary sessions and also on a more informal 
basis to facilitate discussion between Indigenous ICT practitioners.                           …/3 
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For more information, please contact: 
 
Dan Hughes, Senior Advisor 
International Relations Directorate 
Indian and Nothern Affairs Canada 
10 Wellington Street 
Gatineau, Québec CANADA  
K1A 0H4 
 
Phone: 819-956-8218 
 
E-mail: hughesdl@inac.gc.ca 

Ian MacArthur, Manager Strategic and 
Partnership Planning, Chief Information 
Office 
Indian and Nothern Affairs Canada 
10 Wellington Street 
Gatineau, Québec CANADA  
K1A 0H4 
Phone: 819-953-7597 
 
E-mail: MacArthuri@inac.gc.ca 

 
Members of the Aboriginal Canada Portal: 
 
Judy Whiteduck – Assembly of First Nation  
jwhiteduck@afn.ca 
 
Craig Clark – Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami 
clark@itk.ca 
 
Jay Roberts – Congress of Aboriginal Peoples 
jay@abo-peoples.org 
 
Sherry Lewis – Native Women’s Association of Canada 
executivedirector@nwac-hq.org 
 
Miles Morrisseau – Métis National Council 
milesm@metination.ca 
 
Ross Mayer – Council for the Advancement of Native Development Officers 
rmayer@edo.ca 
 
More information can be found at the Aboriginal Canada Portal: 
http://www.aboriginalcanada.gc.ca  



 

 

 

  
DDRRAAFFTT  PLANNING AGENDA 

 
INDIGENOUS THEMATIC PLANNING CONFERENCE FOR TUNISIA 

MARCH 17-18, 2005, OTTAWA, CANADA 
FOLLOW-UP FROM THE WORLD SUMMIT ON THE INFORMATION SOCIETY AND 
 GLOBAL FORUM ON INDIGENOUS PEOPLES AND THE INFORMATION SOCIETY 

 

Thursday Morning, March 17, 2005 
8:30 - 9:00 Welcome to the Indigenous Thematic Planning Conference for Tunisia 
 
9:00 – noon Opening Plenary Session 
“Discussion of the WSIS Plan of Action and Indigenous Peoples Implications” 
 (Representatives from states, Indigenous organizations and United Nations agencies)
 
Thursday Afternoon, March 17, 2005 
1:00 – 4:30  Government/Development Agency Presentations and the  
       Indigenous Perspective on Indigenous Information and   
       Communications Technologies: Developments, Opportunities and 
       Challenges 
Room 1: e-health on-line 
applications  
• Government 

presentations, 
discussion and creation 
of options for forward 
planning 

Room 2: economic on-line 
applications  
• Government 

presentations, 
discussion and creation 
of options for forward 
planning 

Room 3: e-government on-
line applications 
• Government 

presentations, 
discussion and creation 
of options for forward 
planning 
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Friday Morning, March 18, 2005 
8:30 – 9:30 Opening Plenary Session 
“Options and Common Themes from Day 1: Global Indigenous Information and 
Communications Technologies: Developments, Opportunities and Challenges” 
 
 
9:30 – 12:30     Government/Development Agency Presentations and the  
        Indigenous Perspective on Indigenous  Information and  
        Communications Technologies: Developments, Opportunities 
        and Challenges (continued) 
Room 1: e-culture on-line 
applications 
• Government 

presentations, 
discussion and creation 
of options for forward 
planning 

Room 2: e-learning on-line 
applications  
• Government 

presentations, 
discussion and creation 
of options for forward 
planning 

Room 3: Private Sector  
opportunities 
• Government 

presentations, 
discussion and creation 
of options for forward 
planning 

 
Friday Afternoon, March 18, 2005 
1:30 – 2:30 Plenary Session 
“Options and Common Themes from Day 2: Global Indigenous Information and 
Communications Technologies: Developments, Opportunities and Challenges” 
 
2:30 – 5:00 Closing Plenary Session 
“Forward Planning for Phase II of WSIS, Tunisia, November 2005” 
(Representatives from states, Indigenous organizations and United Nations agencies) 
 


